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THEATRE or theater is a combined
form of fine arts where performers
present a real or fictional event
before a live audience. The per-
formers may communicate to the
audience through combinations of
gesture, speech, song, music, and
dance. Elements of design and
stagecraft are used to improve the
performance and to enhance the
audience’s experience. 

Modern Western theatre is
derived largely from ancient Greek
drama.  It borrows technical terms,
genre categorisation, themes, char-
acters, and plot elements from the
Greek theatrical culture. Plays,
musicals, ballets and operas come
under the umbrella of theatre.
Many aspiring actors go to the US
to get a degree in theatre. Here’s
some more info. 

Qualifications
Many colleges in the US offer vari-
ous courses in this field. Students
can apply for an undergraduate
Certificate/Diploma or a Bachelor
of Fine Art (BFA) degree and a
post-graduate Master of Fine Art
(MFA) or Doctor of Fine Arts
(DFA) degree, with a specialisation
in either theatre or drama. 

Other areas of specialisations
include Sound Design, Stage
Management, Dramaturgy,
Dramatic Criticism, Playwriting,

Technical Design and Production,
Directing and Theatre
Management. These courses train a
student in acting, movement, voice,
and other aspects of the profession.
Under-graduate degree courses are
generally for four years and post-
graduate courses range from
two-four years. The duration of the
diploma or certificate courses may
be between two and three years. 

Admission requirements 
Some basic admission needs are
standardized test scores, like SAT
(for under-graduate degrees) or
GRE (for post-graduate studies).
These may not be mandatory for art
courses, but they will certainly be
encouraged. Admission panels will
prefer to take in applicants with a
background in performing arts. 

International students will also
be asked to provide proof of English
proficiency in the form of TOEFL
or IELTS scores. Apart from that,
students will also be expected to
send official transcripts, essays (on
topics specified by the Admissions
Board), Statement of Purpose or
Personal Statement, letters of refer-
ence, resume and photographs. 

Additionally, since acting, the-
atre and drama are purely
performance-oriented subjects,
applicants will also be asked to
audition for admission. Since it may
not be possible for international
students to audition live, many
institutes allow students to send pre

- screening videos. It is always best
to check this with the college that
one is applying to. The college will
also specify what kind of a perform-
ance piece is required for audition
purposes. Applicants may be invit-
ed for live auditions based on their
pre-screening video. 

Fees and scholarships 
Tuition fees range approximately
between $27000 to 30000 per year
for undergraduate degrees and
between $35000 to 40000 for post
graduate courses. There are several
scholarship awards, grants and
financial aid opportunities available
to students. Scholarships are com-
petitive and based on merit and
sometimes, audition results. They
may range from several hundred
dollars to full tuition and fees.
These can be renewed, based on
academic performance. Every col-
lege or University will have their
own eligibility criteria for granting
scholarships. Students applying for
scholarships/aid may be asked to
provide additional documents as
part of their application.

Best of the best 

The finest drama degrees not only
offer training in technical skills, but
also   the opportunity to rehearse,
prepare and perform in public, and
the chance to learn in classes or
workshops run by professionals.
Some esteemed institutions offer-
ing training and degrees to aspiring
actors are The Juilliard School in
New York, The Yale School of
Drama, Carnegie Mellon University
in Pittsburgh, The New School for
Drama in New York, The Actors
Studio in Pace University New
York, Tisch School of the Arts at
New York University and The
American Conservatory Theater in
San Francisco.

Drama school teaches a student
to become accomplished, imagina-
tive, inventive and expressive. It is
not an easy task to become a part of
the performing arts world, but
choosing the right course and col-
lege can pave the way for
passionate, enthusiastic and dedi-
cated actors to enjoy successful
professional careers.
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18 career quotient celeb on campus

KIARA ADVANI, actress, 
on fear of failure

I studied Mass Media in Jai Hind
College, Mumbai. I used to take
part in a number of fashion shows,
which I mostly won. 
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Please give me few guidelines
to choose a country for medical
education.
Viren K 

A medical degree can be
obtained from any number of
countries. To make the right
decision, visit the websites of
various schools and know the
entry criteria. You may need to
write an entrance exam
depending on the country you
have applied to. Check the
college’s reputation, location,

length of the course, class size,
fees and scholarships,
accommodation and other
facilities available to the
students. Get in touch with the
college, if you have any more
queries after visiting the
website.

Is it possible to study petroleum
geology or petroleum
engineering abroad after
studying commerce in HSC?
Milan J 
Quite a few colleges abroad

offer under-graduate degrees in
Petroleum Geology, Petroleum
Engineering, and Petroleum
Refining. Generally colleges
will ask for an education in
science, but application
requirements may vary in
different colleges. You will need
to check the eligibility criteria
once you have decided on your
preferred college. You may take
the help of education
counsellors, as they will be able
to offer professional advice and
assistance.

Versatile options for the future 

Research in the right manner
THE University of Southampton has
launched a Massive Open Online Course
(MOOC) to help people improve their
research project skills and share ideas. 
The ‘Developing Your Research Project’
MOOC will enable anyone to study online,
for free, wherever they are in the world –
guiding them through every step of the
research process. Academic lead on the
project Chris Fuller, said, “Curiosity is one
of humanity’s most important
characteristics, enabling us to make the
unknown known, to break barriers and to
shine a light on all aspects of life, from our
day-to- day hobbies to the exploration of
the stars. This course will help people
harness their curiosity and use it well.” 

A seminar on jobs worldwide

NISHCHAY, an HR meet on global
opportunities was recently organised by
Vishwakarma Institutes. This exercise was
undertaken to understand the needs of the
industry, to sensitize HR professionals to
global job opportunities and how to mould
students into a skilled intelligent work
force equipped to handle the challenges of
global employment opportunities.
Approximately 70 industries and 110
representatives participated in the meet. 

KKPKP children shine at SSC 
IT WAS a moment of pride for Pune city’s
waste picker organisation KKPKP (Kagad
Kach Patra Kashtakari Panchayat) as
their children passed SSC exams with
flying colours. Vikram Domate, son of a
wastepicker mother who worked as a
coolie to support her and his education
passed out with 51 per cent of marks
while another child Nilesh Thorat got 80
per cent. Other children who did well
were Samadhan Gavli 75 per cent, Vivek
Malkekar 71 per cent, Jivan Tribhuvan, 61
per cent and Ajay Devkule per cent. 

Education in engineering
THE Department of Aeronautical and
Automotive Engineering at UK’s
Loughborough University is offering M.Sc
in Automotive Systems Engineering
course and is inviting applications for the
same. Ranked 8th for its Aeronautical
and Manufacturing Engineering by the
Times Good University Guide 2014, the
Department is a specialist centre within
one of the UK’s largest engineering
universities. Created in partnership with
the companies such as Ford Motor
Company and Jaguar Land Rover, the
program is aimed at existing or
prospective product development
engineers and those working in
manufacturing, particularly alongside
product design personnel in the 
context of cross-functional teams and
simultaneous working practice. The one-
year full time program is accredited by
the Institution of Mechanical Engineers.
It is targetted at students who wish to
work in this field. 

study abroad 

It’s show-time

THE RIGHT STAGE: Yale is popular with students for its drama studies 


